The Wrong Sort Of Giving

A heart-breahing insight into the life of a child beggar, By Karen Hooh.,

Cetting off the bus ot the Zio Aimport with o
fews loose ok in vour pocket, the most
riciturzl thing to dois give it to one of the
street kids, begoing with anakaby bonds ancd
hig eves. But your kindness, thot ecsy
cenerosity, is whot keeps the fomily business
of begging going from generoton to
oenercton ond trops children in the cucle of
povert.,

We hod hitched o lift with the Emirotes
crew bock to the airport and where we
wiould reet kAo, founder of the Dholko
Project, for o tuk-tuk Ade bo The Project.
Alorg with my 14 veor old doughter Penny
cnd her fiend Sophie, | wos there to help for
o week ot The Dhoko Project. The Project
rums o school for 200 children, provides
Ercilish lessons ond skills troining procroms
for their porents and bos successfully soved
rmore thon 55 farmilies from the slums of
Dhotko ond given the skills and knowledge
to ke o better life.

The buses arue like clodsuwors, eveny
rnoring delivering soft heorted crews with o
fews unspent allowance tokos i their
pockets, The kids, smcll enough to soueeze
betueen the bors in the borrier fence, mingle
sty crnonigst the crews os they woit for their
[ugoiooe, extend their lirnp litHe honds, put
o their best doe eyes and pleod in soft lithe
woices for money for food.

Arif, o bright eved ond veny persistent lithe
b, wices there thot moming, He ionored
kAo cs she shooed hirm owoy, He ignored
Lz, secisoned volunteer veterons of four dos,
euer when Sophie told hirm “To! There is no
reed™ in Bengaol. He even ignored the
piolicermon untl the policermon roised his
bioton, Thot boton wos Anfs ficket for o ride
i our tuk-tulk ond o wisit to The Project.

Penry and Sophie, wide eved, were plecsed
to see o *rescue™ in action but this is not the
end of the stony and don't read on if you like
by endings!

Biock ot The Project, Adf, wiho we guess is
cround 7 veors old, recounts his dow, He gets
Lip ey eveny moming to boke o S0 minube
ks Hde to the cirport for the peok begoing
hours when cabin crew armve. After the lost
crew bius bos deports ot about 1pm he mokes
his oy home with arpubere frorm 100 1o
SO0 ok i his pocket (& to 25dbs).

Adf iz an alert and cever oy, vou don’t
reed an interoreter to lknow thot There i o
confidence ond owareness obout him thot
raciry street kids howe but there is also o
clevilish inteligence that sets hirm opart, koo
sou i birm o child with potentcl thot
reeded to be ot school,

Ve guessed, since Adf oppeored to be o
significont brecchwinner for the fomily, thot
the challenge loy in convincing the porents of
the some thing.

Arif lives in o sermi-permonent shum areo
clonig the ruer, just post the bird modset ond
behind o row of ramshockle lecn-to shops
fromts. Bueny veor during the monsoon
seqson thiz ored floods ond Adf and his
extended fomily mouve to onother sium on

...Penny and Sophie,

wide-eyed, were pleased to
see a rescue’ in action, but
this is not the end of the
story and don't read on if
you like happy endings!"

hiciher ground.

He led us post o line of comugoted, cidess, shocks
bwilt clong o norows rmuddy trock. We stepped
oround mokeshift kitchen fireploces ot the
cloanuos on one side and tred to ovoid curtoined
Haothroom:® on the other nverside of the trock.

Ve wiolked post o voung couple ond their nokec
kb, lying completely motonless on the bore dirt
floar af their slum. Stricken with tephoid, the

rieighkours are in no position to help, bodo mode o

rmemtol note to send The Project doctor,

...the peah begging hours
when cabin crew arrive.
After the last crew bus
departs... he makes his way
home with anywhere from
100 to 500 taka in his
pochet.”

& couple of foreigners following o lithe kid through
the slurns otrocts quite o crowd and by the time we
recichied Arfs hiouse there are some 20 cunous
foces stonding with ws ot the doonauoo.

Ve ore greeted by Anfs, vouno, brighty dressed
cined srlling rmother balding o voundg bokg, Lshered
into the wirdowless iron hut, our eves odiust ond
wie findourselves in on cromped but ordery room,
furnished with bed, bench, T and glos: fronted
cobinet necty stocked with sheets, blonkets, photos

ond crocken,. Along the walls are sheles lined with
alecming, unused cooking pots and omoments,

Arfs mother switches on o fon which belps ite to
relieve the stfling souno-like termperoture in the
roorm. Mot bhelped at all with our tueenty curous
fallowers crormming in also.

[t is bhorrifuing, but hovels lilke this all ower Dholko
hiowe londlords. The overoge weekly woge from
Arif's begoing poys the monthily rent This lecwes
three week earmings for food and other essenticl
iterms like iz mother's mokile phone,

For o fews yeors Arif's cute, cheeky foce will be the
best osset the formily owns. Then it il be kis lithe
sister's tum, now just o bakbe inoanms, His mother
wiggs sent to beg ot the ginport by her mother ond
looking ot ber now, smmiling ot ws with perfect teeth
oind bricht eves, itis not hord see thot she oo
wiaLlel kowe been veny successful in pulling heort
o purse stngs,

Also, just lilke Adf, o foreigrer offered to toke her
ooy from the cinport begoing ond send her to
schiool. Her mother wiould not do without the
itcorme cnd Anfs mother wios too poung to
understand the chonce she hod been given, Mo
soime tenty veors, koo is stonding in the some
hioLize offering ber son the chonce she wos denied.

Armong all the goodies thot begging con by,
wie wnit for Anf's mother to decline the offer. We
ore recicly with new, conuincing anguerments and
offers to help but it is unneccessany, s ogreed
thort Anif con attend The Dhoko Project school but
oy if his ount, o pixie like gid not rmuckh older thon
Anf, con also attenc. The gid hos a cukb foot ond
the prospects, Anf's mother knows, are not good
for ker.

Eloted, we lecuwe ond look fonuord to seeing Adf
cincd his itle cunt ot schoal the nest do.

And we do. e see Anf and litde Aunt for oo
doys and then not for the rest of the week.

hedcaric il ty to rmcke sure thot Anf retums to
school but unfortunotely this stony is unlikely to
hiowe o hoppy endino.

The sod realiby is thot itis probokhy too lote to sowe
Arif. He bos been ulled into believing thot the
cenerous hondouts he tokes home evengdo i ol
he neecs.

He is 7 yeors old. How con you comvince o
free-rooming street kid with cosh in his pocket thot
itis better to oo to schoal everydoy for his long
terrm future.

Howw com wou esploin thot in just o fews veors
wihen he s no lonoer cute his ecrmings will go down
cincd thort by the tirme ke is on un-kept looking
oclolescent be will oppeor threctening to same
young wiormcn who pothed hirm on the heod ond
oove hirm spore boko.

A then whot? Mo educotion. Mo begoging
incorme. Just street smors and an ewe for guick
rmorey. Begoing is o business thotis tought from
oenercton to genercton. kdother to child.
rfartunately, there is no future 0 this fomily
bsiness once you grow too toll ond loose vour
chiukby cheeks. There is no ploce for spothy
teernogers or oble bodied voung people. These kids
will evertuclly howe toleoue the fomily business
o find other street works thot poys,

Pleose consicer giving wour spore toko to The
Dhotko Project ond give to the children in the right
sart of wioy!



